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Dave Dahlberg

From: Dave Dahlberg [davedahlberg@nweco.com]
Sent:  Thursday, June 25, 2009 11:50 AM

To: ‘David Rosendahl'

Cc: Rahn, Paul

Subject: RE: NWE Transmission Line Project

Mr. Rosendahl,

Thank you for your input. By this reply | have forwarded your comments to the Public Service Commission.
Please feel free to provide additional comment or ask any questions you may have.

Dave Dahlberg

From: David Rosendahl [mailto:rosen020@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2009 9:02 AM

To: davedahlberg@nweco.com

Subject: NWE Transmission Line Project

Mr. Dahlberg,

As a resident living along 180th Street I would like to voice my concerns with the proposed
transmission line project. As with any of these projects I believe we have to focus on minimal
impact on the residents living along this route. I think some of the alternate route suggestions
would only make sense (shorter, more direct, less homes effected).I realize the need for more
power transmission to the Centuria area, but I feel we need to explore all options.

Thanks for your attention to our concerns on this issue.

Dave Rosendahl

8/26/2009



Dave Dahlberg

From: Stuart Baker [treenut2k@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2009 2:25 PM

To: Dave Dahlberg

Cc: paul.rahn@psc.state.wi.us; Olson, Dan
Subject: Re: NWE Transmission Line Project.
Dave,

I usually hit 'reply to all' so my reply would have gone to Mr. Rahn as well. I hope he
doesn't mind getting multiple copies.

I am very glad to hear that you will be including these alternative routes in your
proposal. As Dan said, we have at least one alternative that is shorter and passes through
significantly less populated neighborhoods.

Second, I thought it sounded strange when I heard that Centuria already had this power so
I'm glad you set me straight on that. I was very uneasy about that whole thing because it
really doesn't have any bearing on our concerns about this project. Now we can move on to
the important issues.

Basically, as we see it, the choice is between routing a potentially dangerous high
voltage power transmission line through a populated neighborhood or taking a shorter and
more direct route along unpopulated fields and forests. Well away from houses, families,
and businesses (for the most part).

Thanks again for keeping me informed and answering my questions.

Stuart

Dave Dahlberg wrote:
Mr. Baker,

Thank you for your email and thank you for copying Mr. Rahn at the
PSC. I want to be completely open in this process and am forwarding
all correspondence that I receive to him.

I would like to respond to a couple of issues that you have raised.
First, we are continuing to explore the alternative routes that have
been suggested and will be including our evaluation in our application
to the PSC.

Second, the present power supply into the Centuria area is NOT 69KV
like St. Croix Falls. It is 12.47KV and either comes 5.5 miles from
Balsam Lake or 21 miles from another substation. As it stands today,
if the Balsam Lake line fails, we cannot carry the load in the
Centuria area from the backup source. We experienced this problem
last summer when we tried to do some work on the line from Balsam
Lake. The need is real and already present.

Thank you again for your input.

VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVYVVVYVYV

Dave Dahlberg



Mr. Dahlberg,

We are truly concerned about the 69,000 KV Transmission lines
that are possibly scheduled to go up from across our home. Our
main concern is that we have 2 children and have done some
research on the dangers of living close to high voltage power lines.
The distance from our home to where these lines will be is
aproximatley 120 FT and we are truly uncomfortable with this our
family is very important to us and whether or not these studies we've
read about are proven facts does not matter to us and we DO NOT
want our family or neighbors to become statistics. Another concern
we have is our property value decreasing because of this. We have
been informed that one concern you have about hwy 35 is the safety
of your workers and although the posted speed limit is 45 mph on
180th st the majority of drivers exeed the speed limit we do not allow
our children because of this to ride bike or walk on the street also
another added concern for your workers would be the lack of ditches
and number of hills and valleys. Please consider a less populated
route such as the Centuria sewage plant or hwy 35 to 170th ave to
sub station.
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Dave Dahlberg

From: Rahn, Paul PSC [Paul.Rahn@psc.state.wi.us]

Sent: Friday, July 10, 2009 4:18 PM

To: 'Sue and Al Duerkop'

Cc: rep.hraychuck@legis.wi.gov; davedahlberg@nweco.com
Subject: RE: NWE Transmission Line Project

I wish to clarify that the Public Service Commission does not have a 400-foot setback
requirement for electric transmission lines. The Commission does ask project applicants
to provide counts of the numbers of homes, businesses, and daycare facilities within 300
feet of proposed routes as part of our application filing requirements. This distance 1is
used because the Commission asks applicants to model magnetic field levels out to that
distance, in order to show the entire magnetic field profile and provide that information
to the public. It does not reflect any particular concern about impacts within that
distance.

Paul Rahn

Environmental Analyst

Gas and Energy Division

Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
(608) 267-8967

————— Original Message-----

From: Sue and Al Duerkop [mailto:duerkops@centurytel.net]
Sent: Thursday, July 02, 2009 10:34 PM

To: davedahlberg@nweco.com

Cc: Rahn, Paul PSC; rep.hraychuck@legis.wi.gov

Subject: NWE Transmission Line Project

Al Duerkop

Sue Duerkop

1722 Larsen Lane
Centuria, WI 54824

June 29, 2009
Dear Mr. Dahlberg:

We are writing to add our voices to those who have already written to you about the
proposed route of the power-line going into Centuria. Following the 180th route impacts
many more families than following

established easements along Highway 35. From our count 17-19 homes

are established along the 180th Street-170th Ave route and only 4-7 are along the Highway
35 easements.

We are concerned about the potential environmental impact on our land and to ourselves.
Environmentally, part of the 180th route is over wetlands. Will this power line impact
flight patterns of eagles, owls and hawks (which we know are in the area) and water fowl
who migrate to and through the Long Lake bay adjoining 180th St.? Personally, we
understand studies on EMF are inconclusive at best. However the reporting and
notification requirements for homes, businesses and "daycare" facilities indicate state
government regulators are concerned about impacts that may be either real or imagined to
require setbacks of 400 feet to be mentioned in the notification process.

We are concerned about aesthetics and property valuation. The installation of the line
will likely negatively impact property values which have already been impacted negatively
by the economic downturn in real estate. The economic impact on individual net worths is
greater on one route than the other. Cumulatively this also will impact the Townships of
Balsam Lake and St. Croix tax base with a greater reduction one route vs the other. The
more families you impact the greater economic impact to both the individuals and the tax
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~base.

The project raises many questions regarding priorities and motivations by the Village of
Centuria and NWE. We don't understand why the 180th street route is in the best interests
of all parties. On our side we are not in the village of Centuria, so we have no say in
their decision-making nor directly benefit from their industrial park expansion. We are
customers of NWE. However, what reciprocal consideration does NWE show to us imposing
this large expansion past our homes beyond continuing service? Customers or bottom line
cost of expansion for business interests? We find it hard to understand why the cost of a
few tenths of a mile warrants the larger imposition.

Another party reported to us a reason given in defense of the 180th route choice regarded
the safety for workers installing the line. How so? The 180th section is a narrow unmarked
centerline road with no shoulders. There are sections with no ditch near elevated terrain
and deep ditches near two wetlands areas. Compare that with Highway

35's wider road bed, painted centerline & road edges, established shoulders and primarily
level terrain through the entire 35 route and

no wetlands. Part of the proposed route is already scheduled for

Highway 35 and the crew will have experienced safe construction practices for that
section. Anecdotally, few people obey the 45 mph

speed limit on the 180th "back roads". Occasionally people use it

to exceed reasonable speed limits for fun. It seems the debate would conclude; if you
are already constructing on a level Highway 35 route, continuing that route provide more
level terrain and consistent construction safety practices.

Decisions like these often seem to be made in board rooms by people with little
consideration for the people who will be impacted. 1Is that the attitude being followed by
NWE in this project also? Are decisions being made based on economics alone with no regard
for environmental issues, or the number of people in the homes that will be sitting within
75 feet of these lines?

To us there are better choices available to NWE that will enable a

valuable expansion to occur. We acknowledge that this is likely an

asset to the Village of Centuria Business Park and subsequently the entire Polk County
area economy. We would like to understand more clearly what priorities are in play that
would motivate NWE to establish this line past a greater number of homes, through
environmentally sensitive lands, and more challenging terrain. There is a societal
expectation that major power infrastructure follows easements along major transportation
routes. Again, we would like to understand why the priority is to route this
infrastructure along a more residential township road.

Respectfully,

Al Duerkop
Sue Duerkop
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Dave Dahlberg

From: Linda & Gary Williamson [williamsong@gra.midco.net]

Sent:  Saturday, July 11, 2009 7:30 AM

To: '‘Dave Dahlberg'

Subject: RE: Centuria 69 kV Transmission Line and Substation Project (your letter dated Jul 8, 2009)

We got your updated letter dated Jul 8, 2009, so thanks for sending that. We wanted to let you know of a
possible change in ownership of some of the land involved. We are in the process of selling the farmstead at
1956 State Rd 35, but it’s only three acres including the house and buildings, so there’s only about 250 feet along
State Rd 35 that’s involved. The closing is scheduled for Jul 27, 2009, if everything goes as planned. The buyer
is Karen Christensen, who presently lives on the farm across 35 and just to the north of that farmstead. We can
keep you posted on when the closing actually is completed, and we will advise the buyer of this project. Please
let us know if there’s anything else we should do. Thanks.

Sincerely,
Gary Williamson

From: Dave Dahlberg [mailto:davedahlberg@nweco.com]

Sent: Monday, May 04, 2009 5:18 PM

To: williamsong@gra.midco.net

Cc: Rahn, Paul; Olson, Dan

Subject: RE: Centuria 69 kV Transmission Line and Substation Project (your letter dated Apr 21, 2009)

Mr. Williamson,

Thank you for your input and questions regarding our Centuria transmission line project. Thanks also for allowing
access to your property to plan the project. | will have Dan Olson, who will be staking the project, contact your
brother regarding possible locations of new poles and anchors.

Regarding the need for additional easement, we will require an easement that is 40’ wide on either side of the
transmission line. If the existing distribution easement is 25’ on either side of the line, then we would need an
additional 15’ in width. Regarding the price paid for transmission easements, we are paying $1.50/foot for brand
new easements or $300/pole and $200/anchor, whichever is higher. If we have an existing distribution easemen,
we will reduce these amounts for the additional easement. In my example above, the payment for an additional
15’ would be 15/40ths of the per foot or per pole price. A new easement would need to be signed.

Thank you again for your willingness to work with us on this project.
Sincerely,

Dave Dahlberg

From: Linda & Gary Williamson [mailto:williamsong@gra.midco.net]

Sent: Sunday, May 03, 2009 4:05 PM

To: davedahlberg@nweco.com

Cc: williamsong@gra.midco.net

Subject: Centuria 69 kV Transmission Line and Substation Project (your letter dated Apr 21, 2009)

Dear Mr. Dahlberg,

Thank you for the letter notifying us and explaining the new transmission line that will go along the edge
of our property on Highway 35 between Centuria and Milltown. | will share the information with my
brother and his wife who are co-owners, Vern and Bonnie Williamson of Amery, WI. | have just a couple

8/26/2009
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of questions, if you don’t mind.

As you are evaluating the route, if you need to access our property, that will be no problem. The quickest
way to get permission would be to contact my brother Vern by cell phone, as he is usually in the Centuria
area doing farm work. His cell phone is 715-554-1512. Also, he would be interested in finding out about
the locations of the new poles and guy wires and how they will impact the fields. If you don’t get an
answer right away just leave a message and he will get back to you.

The letter mentioned purchase of an easement, so | gather from this that there will be some additional
easement required beyond what there is for the existing distribution lines? This will be no problem, | was
just curious if there is some legal paperwork involved and approximately how much money is involved, if
any?

Thank you for your time and attention, and please let us know if there is anything we can do to cooperate
with your efforts on this project.

Sincerely,

Gary Williamson

8/26/2009
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Dave Dahlberg

From: Dave Dahlberg [davedahlberg@nweco.com]
Sent:  Monday, July 06, 2009 3:35 PM

To: 'pcledger@lakeland.ws'

Cc: Rahn, Paul; Dahlberg, Mark; Richards, John
Subject: Ad for this week's paper

Please put this ad in the Polk County Ledger for the July 9, 2009 edition. A 2x3 ad would be fine. Please bill
NWE at the address listed below. Thank you.

Dave Dahlberg

Vice President

Northwestern Wisconsin Electric Company
104 S Pine St, PO Box 9

Grantsburg, WI 54840

715/463-5371 PH

715/491-0266 CELL

715/463-2765 FAX
davedahlberg@nweco.com

8/26/2009



Public Information Meeting
Tuesday July 14™ 4-6pm

A public information meeting will be held on Tuesday July 14" from 4-6pm at the
Village of Centuria offices, 305 Wisconsin Ave, regarding Northwestern Wisconsin
Electric Company’s (NWE) proposal to build a power line into the Village of Centuria.
Representatives from NWE and the Wisconsin Public Service Commission will be on
hand to discuss the project and answer any questions you may have. For more
information, call Dave Dahlberg at NWE at 715/463-5371.



Centuria Project Planning/Approval/Construction Process

Public Informational Meeting
July 14, 2009

Determine the Need

Centuria and surrounding area are served by 5.5 miles of distribution from
Balsam Lake substation.

Backup source is 21 miles from Atlas substation.

Loss of Primary source results in area voltage of 75%.

Determine the Benefits vs. Costs

Cost of Project is $1.2 million along preferred route.

Growth in Centuria and surrounding area cannot be supported without project.
Project will increase reliability to area.

Line exposure will be reduced.

Existing Primary source from Balsam Lake becomes backup source.

Losses will be cut by over 90%.

Determine Route

Route should make the most use of existing corridors and Right-of-Ways.
Preferred route is 4.5 miles with 3.5 miles of ROW shared with existing
distribution. 100% of route along road/highway ROW.

Alternative route is 4.8 miles with 2.5 miles of ROW shared with existing
distribution. 100% of route along road/highway ROW.

Apply for Certificate of Authority

Submit application to Wisconsin Public Service Commission and to
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.
PSC/DNR approve project and route.

Construct Transmission Line

Obtain necessary permits (DNR, DOT, St. Croix Twp).
Obtain Easement from property owners.

Clear ROW.

Powerline construction.

Construct Substation

Purchase Property.
Obtain necessary permits (DNR, Polk Co., V. Centuria)
Substation construction.

Project Schedule

July 2009 — Submit Application

October 2009 — Receive PSC/DNR Approval
October 2009 — Begin Construction

June 2010 — Place Project in Service



Centuria Project
Public Informational Meeting
July 14, 2009
Comment Form

This is not a public hearing and testimony will not be taken. If you wish to comment on the project, all
comments will be forwarded to the Wisconsin Public Service Commission. Please include your name and

address. Written comments may be submitted today or sent before July 31, 2009 to one or both of the
following persons.

Paul Rahn, Environmental Analyst Dave Dahlberg

Wisconsin Public Service Commission Northwestern Wis. Electric Company
610 N. Whitney Way 104 S Pine St

PO Box 7854 PO Box 9

Madison, WI 53707-7854 Grantsburg, WI 54840

608/267-8967 715/463-5371
paul.rahn@psc.state.wi.us davedahlberg@nweco.com
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